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Social work major, 2010 
alumna has scholarship 
named in her memory
By IJ CHAN
The Breeze
For Katie Higgins, the embarrass-
ment of wearing silly clothing and hats 
was worth establishing a relationship 
with her patients. 
Higgins, a 2010 JMU graduate, died 
on Jan. 28 in a car crash on I-64 near 
Fishersville. An Augusta County native, 
Higgins had transferred to JMU from 
Blue Ridge Community College her 
junior year to pursue a degree in social 
work. 
For Nancy Poe’s “human behavior in 
the social environment” class, Higgins 
had to research a social work organiza-
tion. Poe asked students to develop an 
interactive demonstration of a thera-
peutic exercise that particular agency 
practiced. 
The agency Higgins and her group 
members researched a technique 
called “therapeutic clowning,” which 
uses comical clothing and accessories 
to put clients at ease, Poe said.
Poe said Higgins encouraged her 
group members to do the presenta-
tion in clown. She remembers Higgins 
and her group members having the rest 
of the class take part in the interactive 
exercise, which mimicked the game 
“Red Light/Green Light.”
“Katie was in the middle engaging 
them in this process and having fun 
with it,” Poe said. “I was delighted that 
Katie and her group members were 
willing to take that appropriate risk of 
going for it.”
During her senior year, Higgins com-
pleted a practicum at People Places, 
a nonprofit child welfare agency in 
Staunton, that provides support for 
foster children and their families. She 
went on to work as a ward social work-
er at Western State Hospital, a mental 
health facility in Staunton. 
Kristen Batten, a 2012 alumna, 
knew Higgins growing up and worked 
with her at Western State. Batten, a 
benefits coordinator at the hospital, 
said Higgins had an extraordinary 
connection with her patients. Some 
couldn’t walk or required 24-hour care.
see HIGGINS, page 6
COURTESY OF JOSHUA BALDWIN 
Katie Higgins, a 2010 JMU graduate, 
died in a car crash on Jan. 28 while 
driving on I-64, near Fishersville. 
Softball showed it can hang with 
the best teams in the country this 
weekend. 
The Dukes continued their hot 
start to the season this weekend at 
the National Fastpitch Coaches Asso-
ciation Leadoff Classic in Clearwater, 
Fla. The Dukes highlighted the week-
end with a win over No. 14 University 
of South Florida Saturday.
Freshman pitcher helped JMU 
(7-3) to a 1-0 win over USF with a two-
hit, six-strikeout performance in her 
third win in four career starts. USF 
was the highest ranked team JMU 
has ever defeated.  
The Dukes also swept their double 
header against DePaul University and 
the University of California-Davis 
Friday.
JMU lost to Indiana University in 
its first game on Saturday and lost to 
the University of Louisiana-Lafayette 
its lone game on Sunday to finish the 
Leadoff Classic 3-2.
Against DePaul on Friday, both 
teams jumped on the board early, as 
the Blue Demons broke out to a 4-0 
lead in the top of the first inning. But 
JMU responded in an error-filled bot-
tom half of the inning.
Two batters hit by pitches and two 
DePaul fielding errors helped JMU 
erase its deficit and jump out to a 
6-4 lead. Sophomore catcher Erica 
Field and Ford also drove in one run 
apiece. Senior third baseman Haley 
Johnson scored the sixth run by steal-
ing home plate. The Dukes would 
hold on for the 7-5 win. 
The Dukes also fell behind early 
against UC Davis in Friday’s second 
game. The Aggies scored one run in 
the first inning and two more in the 
fourth to put JMU in a 3-0 hole. 
But the Dukes fought back in the 
top of the sixth inning, as Ford and 
senior catcher Megan Shinaberry 
both drove in runs and Ford later 
scored on a fielding error to tie the 
game 3-3.
Sophomore designated player 
Sarah Mooney drove in JMU’s go-
ahead run with a sacrificed fly in 
the top of the eighth inning, and 
the Dukes held on for the 4-3 extra-
inning victory.
JMU fell behind again against Indi-
ana on Saturday but couldn’t come 
back this time. The Dukes faced a 3-0 
deficit by the top of the fourth inning 
and put one run on the board in the 
fifth inning before going on to lose 3-1.
Later against USF, Ford drove in the 
game’s lone run and dominated on the 
mound to guide JMU to the 1-0 win.
On Sunday, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
jumped all over the Dukes as UL-
Lafyette came away with a 9-1 win. 
Sophomore pitcher Heather Kiefer 
gave up seven hits and three earned 
runs in her first loss of the season in 
three starts. 
JMU will play again this weekend 
in the ESPN Disney Citrus Classic in 
Orlando. The Dukes have a five-game 
slate, including No. 15 University of 
Michigan on Saturday. 
 — staff report
Softball tops No. 14 USF in Florida 
Ford dominates as JMU shuts out the University of South Florida in one of five games in weekend series 
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BANDWIDTH BATTLE
As smartphones and tablets take over classrooms, JMU’s Internet is getting congested
By MARK OVERSTREET and IJ CHAN
The Breeze
Puneet Chopra knows first-hand that 
Internet connectivity problems are affecting 
his education at JMU.
“My 300-person online class has had 
two tests so far,” said Chopra, a computer 
information systems major. “During both of 
them, my Internet connection has dropped — 
once in Godwin Hall, and the other in Rose 
Library.” 
JMU’s Internet capacity and speeds can’t 
support a growing number of people running 
their computers and smart phones at the 
same time, according to David Fordham, 
accounting information systems professor.
“We just don’t have the capacity for 
everyone to watch Netflix at the same time 
on campus,” Fordham said. 
 A recent study done by the Educause 
Center for Applied research found that 
92 percent of students said they use their 
smartphones during idle time at work or at 
school and 82 percent said they used them 
for school-related tasks. 
“Pretty much everybody I see on campus 
has a smartphone now,” said sophomore 
computer science major Michael Conley. 
“And even more than that they have 
computers.”
Conley said smartphones have an 
addictive effect on their users, and sometimes 
a negative one. 
 “I didn’t used to need my smartphone,” 
Conley said. “But now I have to have it. I think 
a lot of people are the same way.”  
Junior quantitative finance major Pratik 
Mody said one contributing factor to slow 
Internet capacity comes from JMU’s growing 
population. According to JMU Institutional 
Research, JMU has 18,107 undergraduates.
“There’s an increase in students every year 
see BANDWIDTH, page 6
DOWN THE MIDDLE
Senior Colby Roberts pitched a hitless inning in a 14-1 
rout of Binghamton University Sunday afternoon. 
Baseball split its weekend series with Binghamton 
after doubleheaders on Saturday and Sunday.
More photos at breezejmu.org.  
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IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:
An especially fun year lies ahead, 
with abounding love, confidence and 
playfulness. Creative education builds 
career skills. If you want to learn 
something, teach it. Out of the box 
thinking about finances allows for new 




(Feb. 19-March 20) 
You love to win. 
Restraint is 
advised, rather than rushing 
ahead. Success comes slowly 
today. Face it, and heal. 
ARIES 
(March 21-April 19) 
Don’t go, yet. 
Postpone the 
celebration. Take 




energy in a 
career project. Passions demand 
attention, so give in to them and 
savor it. 
GEMINI 
(May 21-June 20) 
Impulsiveness 
causes accidents, 
especially in love 
and romance. It’s better to take it 
slow. Remember to do a chore you 
promised. 
CANCER
(June 21-July 22) 
Don’t fall for a 
sob story, make 
expensive promises or impulsively 
purchase anything. Pour yourself 
into the tasks at hand.
LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
Avoid an argument 
over a household 
issue. Don’t run away from the 
problem or overspend, even for 
good reasons. Share private 
information in private.
VIRGO 
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Take control of 
your finances. 
Study is required, and the 
possibility of error is high. Costs 
are up there, too. 
LIBRA 
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Hold on to what you 
have, and defend 
your position. Avoid 
an argument by being respectful.
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
A domestic 
disagreement 
could disturb the 
peace. Don’t buy gifts or toys yet. 
Don’t sell or give away anything 





travel. A partner provides elbow 
grease. Negotiations hit rough 
waters, but don’t spend it all.
CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Don’t tell everyone 
the news. Let 
another person represent you. 
Get with your partner now. 
AQUARIUS
 (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Run a reality check 
instead of forging ahead blindly. 
Don’t forget to do what you 
promised. Watch out for hazards; 
easy does it. Avoid launches 
and communication blitzes. 
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community. 
Comments and complaints should be 



















































“Participating with MOST insurance
companies & Smiles for children”
2105 Evelyn Byrd Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Offi ce - 540-433-1751
Toll Free - 888-433-1751
www.pandolfidmd.com
PHILIP J. PANDOLFI, D.M.D., PLLC
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 25, 2013
ACROSS
1 Apt. parts, in ads
4 Talking head




16 Suffix for pay





20 Africa’s Sierra __
21 Fed. retirement
org.
22 “T” on a test,
usually






31 Texting units: Abbr.
34 Rowboat mover
35 Wish granter






































1 The Good Book
2 Pricey watch with




5 Ocean State sch.
6 Convent dwellers
7 Starts to eat with
gusto
8 Manhattan is one
9 Golf ball’s perch













25 Skier’s way up





















47 Big bomb trials
48 Binoculars user
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ERVATION, Wash. — The 
Violence Against Women Act 
passed the U.S. Senate last 
week with a provision that 
would allow tribal courts to 
prosecute non-Indians in 
some abuse cases, closing a 
loophole that many Ameri-
can Indian women say leaves 
them unsafe.
“People are not being held 
accountable for the crimes 
they commit against the 
women in my tribe,” said Syd-
ney Napeahi, a Tulalip high 
schooler.
She was among those who 
gathered last week at a heal-
ing ceremony convened by 
Deborah Parker, vice chair-
woman of the Tulalip Tribes 
board of directors, seeking 
to call attention to the lack 
of jurisdiction to prosecute 
non-Indian abusers on reser-
vations. Non-Indians commit 
more than 85 percent of all 
violent crimes against Native 
women, according to the 
Department of Justice.
“To me that is another form 
or discrimination that should 
have been abolished years 
ago,” Napeahi said.
The bill passed the Senate 
with a 78-22 vote. But now it 
heads to the House, where a 
similar bill died in the previ-
ous legislative session.
Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodg-
ers, R-Wash., vice chair of the 
House Republican Caucus, is 
expected to play a key role. 
Her spokeswoman, Riva Lit-
man, was noncommittal on 
the tribal provision. “The con-
gresswoman is 100 percent 
committed to the reauthori-
zation of VAWA and wants to 
get it on the president’s desk 
as quickly as possible,” Lit-
man wrote in an email. “She 
wants to protect ALL victims 
of domestic violence while 
ensuring that everyone’s con-
stitutional rights are upheld.”
Many Republicans see the 
provision as an unconsti-
tutional power grab by the 
tribes that would deprive 
non-Indians of fundamental 
constitutional rights, accord-
ing to The New York Times.
The more-than-200-page 
bill was first passed in 1999, 
and had been reauthorized 
regularly until Congress 
allowed it to expire last year. 
The bill is the federal govern-
ment’s main response to the 
problem of domestic violence. 
It would provide a wide range 
of services, from money for 
transitional housing for 
women who have had to flee 
their homes to best-practices 








SAN FR ANCIS CO — 
President  Obama and 
congressional Republicans 
stuck to their guns Satur-
day, clashing over who will 
responsible if automatic 
federal spending cuts go into 
effect on Friday.
The sequester, which orig-
inally was meant to occur on 
Jan. 1 before it was pushed 
out to March 1, comprises 
up to $85 billion in automatic 
spending cuts this year.
In his weekly address, 
Obama said it’s up to Repub-
licans in Congress to avoid 
the sequester “with just a lit-
tle compromise” by passing 
a balanced plan for deficit 
reduction. The Senate is set 
to consider bills that would 
to avoid the cuts on Tuesday 
or Wednesday, according to 
a spokesman for Majority 
Whip Dick Durbin.
“Once these cuts take 
effect, thousands of teachers 
and educators will be laid off, 
and tens of thousands of par-
ents will have to scramble to 
find child care for their kids,” 
Obama said in his address.
“Air-traffic controllers and 
airport security will see cut-
backs, causing delays across 
the country. Even President 
Bush’s director of the National 
Institutes of Health (Elias Zer-
houni) says these cuts will set 
back medical science for a gen-
eration,” he said.
On Friday, Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood said the 
sequester would cause delays 
of up to 90 minutes at major 
U.S. airports if it goes into 
effect.
Obama also said the threat 
of the cuts has caused the U.S. 
Navy to delay deployment of 
an aircraft carrier to the Per-
sian Gulf, and the Pentagon 
is prepared to furlough up to 
800,000 defense employees if 
the cuts occur.
In the GOP’s response, Sen. 
John Hoeven, R-N.D., placed 
the blame for the coming 
sequester on the president, 
saying that House Republicans 
have already passed two bills 
to replace the sequester.
Hoeven said “The Price of 
Politics,” a book by Washing-
ton Post Associate Editor Bob 
Woodward that was published 
in September, “sets the record 
straight.”
“Woodward says it was Pres-
ident Obama who proposed 
and promoted the seques-
ter,” Hoeven said. “The fact is 
Republicans in Congress right 
now will provide the flexibility 
to make the necessary spending 
reductions and address our def-






J O H A N N E S B U R G  — 
Although South African 
athlete Oscar Pistorius was 
released from custody on 
bail Friday, analysts say he 
faces significant hurdles in 
trying to beat murder charg-
es for his girlfriend’s shooting 
death.
Chief Magistrate Desmond 
Nair, who ruled Pistorius was 
not a flight risk and could be 
released on 1 million rand 
($115,000) bail, said he had 
difficulties with “improba-
bilities” in Pistorius’ account 
of what happened at his Pre-
toria home in the early hours 
of Valentine’s Day.
Pistorius, the double 
amputee runner who used 
carbon-fiber legs to com-
pete in last year’s London 
Olympics, is accused of pre-
meditated murder in the fatal 
shooting of Reeva Steen-
kamp, 29. The prosecution 
believes the couple argued 
and that she fled, terrified, 
and locked herself in the 
bathroom door, where he 
shot her.
The 26-year-old Pistorius 
insists he mistook Steenkamp 
for a burglar, shooting her 
through a wooden toilet door 
in the bathroom. 
News
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President Jon Alger’s Listening Tour 
Event will move to Charlottesville 
tomorrow at 6 p.m.
The Duke Club and the JMU Alumni 
Association host a chance for residents, 
students and faculty to answer the 
question “Why Madison?” This event 
is the last stop on his tour in February. 
After Alger’s inauguration on March 
15, he will continue the tour on March 
26, in New York City  at in the New York 
Stock Exchange Board Room.
HarrisonbUrg
City to celebrate 10 
year anniversary of 
Downtown Renaissance
The Harrisonburg Downtown 
Renaissance is hosting its 10-year 
anniversary celebration and reception 
at Clementine Cafe to discuss accom-
plishments and plans today. 
Signaling at the start of the 2013, the 
“Friends of Harrisonburg Downtown 
Renaissance” campaign will begin. For 
their efforts in preserving the beauty of 
downtown, people who have won the 
Design Excellence, Volunteer of the 
Year and Partner of the Year awards 
will be given out.
StellarOne Bank, United Bank, Wells 
Fargo, Clementine, Downtown Wine 
& Gourmet, Joshua Wilton House and 
other organizations are supporting this 
event, which is open to the public.
The Harrisonburg Downtown 
Renaissance is a non-profit organiza-
tion that works to revitalize the image 
of downtown Harrisonburg into a pros-
perous city-center. More information 
about the work of HDR can be found 
at www.downtownharrisonburg.org.
Fire codes altered in 
wake of nightclub fire
Fire codes in the U.S. have been 
changed since a fire on Feb. 20, 2003 
in a Rhode Island nightclub killed 
100 people and injured many more, 
according to harrisonburgva.gov.
To enforce codes such as blocked 
exits and overcrowding, the Harrison-
burg Fire Department has hired three 
part-time fire marshals to patrol the 
city.
Some other nightclub regulations 
include, but are not limited to, no use 
of pyrotechnics or open flames, work-
ing fire protection systems, haveing an 
accurate door count and announcing 
exit locations during each intermission.
dc
White House warns of 
flight delays if sequester 
is not averted
Due to the sequester going into place 
this week, the White House warned on 
Friday that more than 100 air traffic 
control towers could be closed, accord-
ing to The Washington Post.
The sequester is a mandatory federal 
spending cut of non-defence programs. 
Six-hundred million dollars will be cut 
from the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion’s budget.  
Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood emphasized the FAA would 
have no other choice but to give unpaid 
leave to thousands of employees.
Delays of up to 90 minutes during 
the most busy flight periods are pos-
sible effects of the sequester.
Virginia Congressman Bob Goodlatte was invited by the Dukes for Israel group to speak about the United States’ support of Israel. Goodlatte 
believes that direct talks between Israel and its neighbors will help ease tension, prevent disaster and help find peace in the Middle East.
Kelley galoWNia / CoNtributiNg photographer
every Monday, the breeze will feature top stories from previous issues to celebrate its 90th anniversary this year. today’s is from an article in the sept. 16, 1949 issue by bess bryant.
The end of an era: President Duke resigns
“It is from the persevering effort 
and farsighted vision of the president 
of college that progress in its degree of 
service to students and development 
of its cultural and material benefits 
originates.”
Such has been the progress of this 
college since Aug. 26, 1919, Dr. Samuel 
Page Duke assumed the duties of office 
as president of Madison College, then 
the State Normal School for Women, to 
succeed Dr. J. A. Burruss, now president 
of Virginia Polytechnic Institute. Since 
that date, Dr. Duke has made many 
significant and substantial accomplish-
ments at Madison, both in the physical 
plant and in the faculty. His outstand-
ing successes have been in the main, a 
direct result of his business-like deter-
mination to improve the character of 
professional education for teachers.
When Dr. Duke came to Madison he 
was a lanky, athletic young man in his 
30s. Having been born at Ferrum, Vir-
ginia, on Sept. 5,1885, he was educated 
in the rural schools and later attended 
Randolph Macon Academy in Bedford. 
He received his [B.A.] degree from 
Randolph Macon College. Duke also 
took an active part in debating and in 
the management of the college student 
publications while at Randolph Macon.
Duke’s first teaching position was in 
Willie Halsell College, in Vinita, Okla. 
Upon Dr. Duke’s return to Richmond 
he had decided to go into teacher-
training work and accepted a position 
at State Teachers College, in Farmville. 
Dr. Duke left Farmville to take over the 
post in the State Department of Edu-
cation as supervisor of high schools 
and in 1919 left Richmond to become 
president of the State Normal School 
for Women in Harrisonburg.
In 1919, the State Normal School for 
Women was, for all practical purpos-
es, on a junior college level. There were 
only 10 graduates with the bachelor of 
science degree that year and the physi-
cal equipment of the college consisted 
of but a handful of buildings, though 
the first class was admitted in 1908 and 
progress had been made.
Not only was Dr. Duke interested 
in improving the college plant and its 
faculty the latter of which he built up 
from a group of 25 members, only eight 
percent of whom held doctor’s degrees 
and 20 percent of whom held master’s 
degrees, to its present high standing, 
but he believed that teacher’s colleges 
should have the best of cultural and 
liberal education values to be found in 
institutions of arts and science. 
With that vision ever in mind, he 
used his influence to increase the cur-
ricula offered at Madison. Duke also 
prepared and presented the brief to the 
General Assembly in 1938 which pro-
vided that the State Teachers College 
at Harrisonburg should after June 21 
of that year, be known as Madison Col-
lege. This name Duke had suggested 
in honor of James Madison, the fourth 
president of the United States, a great 
statesman and native of Virginia.
In private life, the president of 
Madison College was known for the 
same energy and resourcefulness 
with which he governed the college. 
An active member of the Methodist 
Church, he taught sunday school for 
20 years. In addition to membership 
and the offices he held in numerous 
educational associations, he was a 
Mason, a Rotarian and a Chamber of 
Commerce member serving as presi-
dent in Harrisonburg for two years.
Significant progress was still being 
made at Madison College by Duke 
when in the fall of 1948, he was forced 
to give up most of his duties because 
of ill health. He continued to advise 
throughout his illness, however, and 
while he was confined to Hillcrest, 
an administrative committee car-
ried on his work in a very capable 
manner,keeping always in mind the 
wishes and precedents of the college 
president.
His resignation, which took effect 
Aug. 1, 1949, came only after he real-
ized that due to continued ill health, 
he would be unable to administer 
the affairs of the college in the ener-
getic manner which had been his 
practice for the past thirty years as its 
president.
The State Board of Education, 
upon accepting Duke’s resignation, 
appointed him president emeritus 
of the college, in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to Madi-
son College and to the educator of 
Virginia’s young women. His home 
is now the recently remodeled Zirkle 
property owned by the college on 
South Main Street. It faces the cam-
pus where, as president of the College, 
Duke endeared himself to his students 
by his ready wit and affable manner 
and by his intellectual magnitude, 
commanded the respect of his staff. 
His active duties over, he remains as 
president emeritus, and leaves us with 
the realization that his continued inter-




Congressman Bob Goodlatte hopes to 
bring awareness of the conflicts in Israel to 
JMU.
Goodlatte, the Republican representative 
of Virginia’s 6th District — which includes 
JMU — spoke in HHS on Friday to about 30 
people about the importance of the U.S.’s 
relationship with Israel. 
“Israel is a unique place in many respects, 
such as the economy, history and democra-
cy, in a part of the world that does not have 
many democracies at all,” Goodlatte said. 
“Some people believe it’s a burden on the 
U.S.  to support Israel. I don’t believe that.”
Goodlatte was invited by the Dukes 
for Israel group to speak. Several groups 
had representatives at the presentation, 
including College Democrats, College 
Republicans, The Big Event and SafeRides.
Staci Eichelbaum, President of Dukes for 
Israel and senior public policy and admin-
istration major, was happy with the turnout 
and the opportunity for students to meet the 
congressman.
“We had a Republican congressman come 
to talk to a group of diverse individuals,” 
Eichelbaum said. “We had a great showing 
of College Democrats, and it really shows 
that it’s a bipartisan issue.”
Israel, Goodlatte said, deserves the 
support for several reasons, including its 
historical right to exist, its religious impor-
tance and its military power.
Since Islam, Christianity and Judaism all 
have a significant history with Israel and 
the capital city of Jerusalem, Goodlatte said 
Israel should be supported by all religious 
communities and people.
Because of the constant threat of missile 
attacks from neighboring Gaza, Goodlatte 
said Israel’s advanced defense technologies 
can be used as a model for the U.S.
Goodlatte and 300 other Representa-
tives voted to enact the United States-Israel 
Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012 
which enhanced strategic and military inter-
action between the two countries.
A student asked Goodlatte what he 
thought the United States’ involvement in 
peace between the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization should be. 
“The willingness of the PLO to sit down 
with Israeli leaders for direct talks is abso-
lutely critical to building that trust and 
talking about the key things so that we can 
have a peaceful solution to a long-standing 
problem,” Goodlatte said.
Citing former president Jimmy Cart-
er, Goodlatte expressed how “direct talks” 
allowed Egypt and Israel to be at peace for 
many years. He believes that since it had 
worked for Egypt, it might work for Pales-
tine as well.
A n o t h e r  s t u d e n t  a s k e d  w h a t 
I ra n  p o s s e s s i n g  nu c l e a r  w e a p o n s
see israEl, page 6
Samuel Page Duke was president of 
Madison College from 1919 to 1949.
File photo
“israel is a unique place in 
many respects, such as 
the economy, history and 
democracy, in a part of the 
world that does not have 
many democracies at all. 
some people believe it’s a 
burden to support israel. 






the united states has a 
responsibility to foster positive 
relations in the Middle east
Opinion
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PUT A SPRING IN THEIR STEP
Submit a pat at breezejmu.org.
The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions 
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes 
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the 
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail 
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current 
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place 
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“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 
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A “did-you-really-go-there?” 
dart to Maddy Night Live for their 
“Walking Dead” parody, “ e 
Walking Deaf.”
From someone who wanted to 
 ip you a di erent sign from the 
third row.
A “get-your-life-together” 
dart to the buns at Grille Works.
From two women who are tired 
of picking up your pieces every 
day.
A “you-go-Glen-Coco” pat to 
myself for getting into my  rst 
choice for graduate school. 
From a die-hard Duke who is 
sad to be saying goodbye to JMU 
in May.
A “have-you-learned-
nothing-here?” dart to the 
cranky sixth-year Duke who 
darted JMU last week and saw 
CHOICES as JMU gold-digging 
instead of an opportunity to 
welcome future students to the 
greatest school ever.
From a graduating senior who 
already doesn’t want to leave, 
but wishes you would. And also 
thinks you could try taking the bus 
instead of worrying about parking 
spaces.
A “how-helpful” pat to the 
College Student Personnel 
Administration grad student who 
continually helps me discover all 
JMU has to o er.
From a military grad student 
new to JMU trying to  nd his way.
A “thanks-for-reminding-
me-why-I-love-JMU” pat to 
the life-saving guy who ran all 
the way from Duke Dog Alley to 
UREC to return the keys I had 
dropped.
From a very thankful senior 
who was able to drive away 
instead of walk home.
An “’Iris’-and-‘Slide’-aren’t-
that-great-of-songs-either” 
dart to the bitter Goo Goo Dolls 
fan.
From an ecstatic junior who’s 
been a Macklemore fan since 
freshman year and who suggests 
you listen to the three EP’s before 
“ rift Shop.”
A “look-at-your-choices” dart 
to the couple in the movie theater 
who were chatting the whole time 
and then shot us dirty looks and 
shushed us for whispering. 
From three sisters who are so 
sorry for reacting to an amazing 
movie.
A “you-had-one-job” dart to 
my immune system. 
From a girl who can’t a ord to 
be sick right now.
A “voice-of-reason” pat to my 
father for calming me down and 
helping me  nd a silver lining. 
From a stressed daughter 
who has been struggling with 
roommate problems for months.
A “TMI” dart to the girls talking 
about their personal lives in ISAT. 
From the three guys working 
quietly next to you who didn’t 
want to hear about it. 
An “obviously-you’re-not-
a-member-of-the-Irish-
Celebration” dart to the senior 
who thinks Macklemore is a one-
hit wonder.
From someone who thinks you 
should YouTube his older, better 
songs before you make incorrect 
assumptions on the “wings of 
hate.”
A “snack-time” pat to my mom 
for sending me a midterm care 
package with two whole co ee 
cakes. 
From a junior and her friends 
who now have something to make 
their study sessions more bearable. 
A “please-just-end” dart to this 
week, which is already getting on 
my nerves. 
From a woman who can’t wait 
until spring break. 
A “you-almost-made-me-
spill-my-nachos” dart the the 
man that nearly hit me on his bike 
outside of Dukes. 
From a woman who would have 
cried if she’d had to go back in and 
stand in the taco line for another 
 minutes. 
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily refl ect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
DARTS PATS
 e FOX news debate has 
reached a new level. 
Stephanie Wolfe, a political 
science professor at West Liberty 
University, included in her spring 
syllabus that Fox News is not a 
viable news source and would not 
be accepted as one in her class. 
“ e tagline Fox News makes me 
cringe,” she wrote. “I would almost 
[rather you] print o  an article 
from  e Onion.” 
After receiving multiple 
complaints and comments from 
parents and the local media, 
Wolfe revised the syllabus and the 
university released a statement 
in support of the academic 
freedom of the students over their 
professors. 
 ough I agree Fox News 
is biased, the university is 
responsible for allowing students 
to have full access to all di erent 
sources as long as they know the 
di erence between entertainment 
and informational sources. 
Fox has certainly shifted from 
a content-driven news network 
to a network that exploits how 
information is viewed in a political 
spectrum. News networks like 
Fox have had to adapt to the new 
landscape of “Infotainment.” News 
isn’t just about news anymore. 
It’s about how to grab viewer’s 
attention and to tell stories and, 
when it comes to that, Fox News is 
one of the best. 
But the West Liberty University 
controversy isn’t about Fox News 
per say. It’s actually about the 
irresponsibility of professors’ 
restrictions on student resources 
they personally or politically 
disagree with. Professors should 
be charged with teaching their 
students where to  nd and how 
to distinguish which sources and 
information are valuable. Rather 
than just saying,  “Fox News 
makes me cringe,” explain how 
the network is colored by the 
more extreme conservative party. 
Explain that Fox is more opinion 
than fact-based. 
For example, on “ e Five,” Bob 
Beckel dared to comment that “date 
rape” is not actual rape during a 
segment on campus security. 
Continually, Fox’s viewers have 
been shown to be the least-informed 
media consumers. In a nationwide 
poll conducted by Fairleigh 
Dickinson University in , 
someone who only watched Fox 
News fared signi cantly worse on 
answering questions about foreign 
and domestic news than people who 
reported that they didn’t consume 
news media at all. To be fair, MSNBC 
viewers fared no better. But the point 
remains the same: Viewers that 
solely consume biased news fail to 
have a full understanding of an issue. 
It doesn’t matter whether students 
are conservative or liberal, but 
rather if they are being denied the 
opportunity to seek out as many 
view points as possible and use them 
to construct a valid argument. With 
increasing access to information, 
classes should be added to high 
school and college curriculums that 
teach students how to really research 
in this current century and focus on 
how to separate the  ction from the 
truth.
Fox News misrepresents itself 
with the tagline, “Fair & Balanced,” 
but just because its views and news 
reports are more conservative 
doesn’t mean it should be 
discounted as a source. I understand 
Wolfe’s frustration with people’s 
blind acceptance of Fox News as 
fact, but the only way for students to 
make informed decisions is to have 
both sides available.
Kelsey Wadsworth is a 
senior communications 
major. Contact Kelsey at                         
wadswoka@dukes.jmu.edu.
In the Feb.  issue of  e Breeze, 
Jessica Williams questions what 
could be so stressful for today’s 
college students and young people. 
As a stressed college student and 
young person 
myself, I’m 
here to o er a 
few answers.
Williams 
points out that 
young people 
are typically 
free of many 
stressful 
burdens that 
older people shoulder, like caring 
for children and holding down a 
job, but this freedom is a double-
edged sword. It can tempt you into 
procrastinating, and we all know 
how stressful it is to always be doing 
things at the last minute. More 
troubling than that, freedom from 
responsibility can deprive you of a 
sense of purpose. It’s a lot easier to 
stay focused and motivated when 
people are directly counting on you. 
With high unemployment rates 
for young people and living in a 
nation whose most ambitious dream 
is to balance a budget, it doesn’t 
seem like anyone’s counting on us 
at all. We’re a generation forced to 
dwell on one of life’s most stressful 
questions such as, “What’s my 
purpose?”
In many ways, universities exist 
to answer precisely that question. 
JMU’s mission statement emphasizes 
this student-centric mentality: “We 
are a community committed to 
preparing students to be educated 
and enlightened citizens who lead 
productive and meaningful lives.” 
It’s a great goal, but it leads to 
many deeply stressful questions: 
What is a meaningful life? What 
does it mean to be productive? What 
does it mean to be enlightened?
You may think JMU’s mission 
statement isn’t a top concern of 
yours, but we’ve all chosen to invest 
four years of our lives and thousands 
of dollars in this situation.  at 
means the pressure’s high and it’s 
all on you. Can you sort out your 
career goals, your self-image, your 
worldview, your morality and 
romantic life in these four years?
We might just be asking too 
much of ourselves. I know so many 
students like myself who struggle 
with the day-to-day parts of this 
phase of life: staying motivated 
when no one’s watching your back, 
living on your own, growing apart 
from family, being comfortable 
in your body and your sexuality, 
making smart decisions late at night 
and accepting and loving yourself 
even as the college experience 
teaches you to question absolutely 
everything. With all that to deal 
with, it can seem downright cruel 
to throw in Greek literature or a 
résumé workshop. 
With so much to  gure out about 
ourselves and the world in this 
high-pressure environment, it’s no 
wonder that young people struggle 
so much with mental and emotional 
health issues. Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death among 
Americans aged -, surpassed 
only by tra  c accidents, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Remember that 
the next time the older generations 
tell you that we’re all just spoiled. 
Stress among young people is a 
serious issue that deserves greater 
attention.
Lucas Wachob is a senior public 
policy and administration major. 




 e college 
stress debate
Despite bias, professors shouldn’t discount FOX
Temptation for one teacher to ban FOX News as a source has sparked debate that leaves students out
KELSEY WADSWORTH | The Breeze
Williams points out 
that young people are 
typically free of many 
stressful burdens that 
older people shoulder, 
like caring for children 
and holding down a job, 
but this freedom is a 
double-edged sword. 
COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS 
Rupert Murdoch, the well-known conservative CEO of News Corp. (which owns 
FOX), is said to have a large part in the viewpoint of the network.  
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at JMU, and all of them have 
two or three devices,” Mody 
said. “That kind of usage is 
bound to slow it down.”
Dale Hulvey, assistant vice 
president of Information 
Technology, said the capacity 
increased from 1 GB to 2 GB 
per second in early February. 
In 2010, the capacity was at 500 
MB. IT worked with Lumos to 
make these changes. 
Hulvey said that he and his 
staff working to increase JMU’s 
capacity as enrollment grows. 
“We’re trying to anticipate 
the growth as we need to. I 
don’t know how much greater 
it’s going to get,” Hulvey said. 
“I know that students will 
bring more devices like cell 
phones and laptops, which 
can access our network.”
IT is currently working to 
install more access points 
to wireless connectivity on 
more locations on campus. 
Many buildings such as Rose 
and Carrier Libraries all have 
complete coverages, Hulvey 
said.
Every residence hall on 
campus has at least one 
study lounge which has 
wireless connectivity but 
only five residence halls 
— Chesapeake, Hoffman, 
Shenandoah, Potomac and 
Waylan — have complete 
coverage. Buildings that were 
recently built or renovated, 
such as the Forbes Center for 
the Performing Arts, also have 
complete coverage. 
But Fordham thinks adding 
more access points won’t 
solve the problem. All access 
points, he said, use the same 
WiFi radio channels.
 You can only add an access 
point to an area that hasn’t 
already been covered. JMU, 
he said, is already heavily 
covered in access points.
“ It  i s  l i t e ra l l y  a d d i n g 
more radio transmitters on 
a channel which is already 
saturated and overwhelmed 
with transmitters,” Fordham 
said. “If you’re in an academic 
building and not getting 
Wi-Fi, it’s probably because 
of saturating, not lack of a 
hotspot.”
W h e n  h o t s p o t s  a r e 
saturated from these devices, 
u s e r s  e x p e r i e n c e  s l o w 
connectivity speeds, and dead 
zones can result. 
“There are dead zones all 
over the place. In ISAT’s big 
auditorium, there is literally 
no Internet,” Conley said. 
“Neither my computer nor my 
phone can really do anything 
at all.”
ISAT isn’t the only building 
with WiFi connectivity issues.
“ T h e  b a s e m e n t  o f  a 
building or any area that is 
far enough away from a single 
hotspot will have weaker 
c o n n e c t i v i t y ,”  Fo r d h a m 
said. “But if we insert more 
h o t s p o t s  t o  a t t e m p t  t o 
solve the problem, they can 
interfere with one another.”
Fordham said JMU could 
create more hotspots  to 
help space out the number 
of devices on any individual 
hotspot, but if there are too 
many in one place, they will 
interfere with each other.
JMU offered 20 online classes 
this semester, and that demand 
is projected to increase. 
Fordham said that these classes 
use a lot of bandwidth.
 “It equates to a Skype call,” 
he said. “A lot of airspace is 
used up if all of the students 
in the class are using JMU’s 
WiFi on campus.” 
He added that increasing 
the number of fiber optics and 
Internet lines could increase 
capacity. But this process, he 
said, is costly. 
He also said that hotspots 
don’t interfere with each 
other if they are far enough 
away, like between Showker 
Hall and the Quad. 
“If our hotspots here in 
Showker Hall are saturated, 
we will  have slow usage, 
despite the rest of campus 
having good speed,” he said.
For faster Internet speeds 
and better  connectivity, 
F o r d h a m  r e c o m m e n d s 
trading WiFi for Ethernet 
plugs.
“Turn off the WiFi function 
on a device that isn’t using the 
Internet,” he said. “When your 
Wi-Fi card is on, it sends out a 
beacon every 10th of a second, 
even if you’re not using the 
Internet. This beacon takes 
up valuable radio space that 
someone else could be using.”
ContaCt  IJ Chan 
and Mark Overstreet at 
breezenews@gmail.com.













Over 65 percent of 
working-age adults 
with disabilities are 
unemployed.  Nearly
 one third of working 
adults with disabilities
earn an income below
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83 Crossroads Lane | Fisherville, VA | 22939
Directions:  From Augusta Health Hospital, 
Take first Left onto Crossroads Lane.
ph (540) 885-8424
HIGGIns | ‘An 
incredibly sweet girl’
from page 3
would mean for the Middle 
East and Israel.
“They face significant wor-
ries, the greatest of which is 
what Iran is doing in terms of 
fostering terrorism,” he said. 
“But nothing like their con-
cern of Iran securing nuclear 
weapons. This would be a trag-
edy not only for Israel but for 
any country worrying about 
nuclear weapons falling into 
the wrong hands.”
Goodlatte last year was a 
co-sponsor of the Iran Threat 
Reduction and Syria Human 
Rights Act of 2012, which dis-
couraged Iran from continuing 
its search for nuclear weapons, 
something Goodlatte believes 
is necessary for peace.
“If they do succeed in get-
ting nuclear weapons, it will 
mean an immediate impact on 
neighboring countries,” Good-
latte said. “It would strengthen 
the most radical views, and I 
shudder to think if Al-Qaeda 
would be given a bomb. We 
should not take any options 
off of the table.”
Senior nursing major Ally 
Leininger said she felt very 
uneducated about events 
going on in the Middle East.
“It gives me another per-
spective on things,” Leininger 
said. “I want to explore my 
own feelings about it.”
Goodlatte said the most 
important way for students to 
get involved with supporting 
Israel is to get informed about 
the issues at hand. 
“We get so caught up in our 
school work and our little bub-
ble,” Eichelbaum said. “It’s so 
refreshing to hear what hap-
pens outside of this campus 
and how something outside 
of this campus can affect us.”
ContaCt  Eric Graves at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
Israel | ‘Gives me 
another perspective’
bandwIdtH | Changes would be costly
“We’re trying to 
anticipate the 
growth as we need 
to. I don’t know how 
much greater it’s 
going to get. I know 
that students will 
bring more devices 
like cell phones and 
laptops which can 
access our network.”
dale Hulvey
assistant vice president of 
Information Technology
 from front
“She didn’t have to pre-
tend she wanted to be around 
people,” Batten said. “It wasn’t 
forced, it wasn’t fake, it just was. 
She didn’t know a stranger.”
Batten said Higgins  was 
able to get all of the patients 
in her ward to participate in 
an annual 5K walk.
“She allowed the patients to 
not give up — it’s not a death 
sentence,” Batten said. “It’s 
hard to find hope in a hospital 
sometimes.”
Batten said it’s been strange 
without Higgins. 
“I go to work and read 
her notes and work with her 
patients,” Batten said. “It’s in 
my face every day.”
Before coming to JMU, 
Higgins had received a schol-
arship from Virginia Smiles 
Inc., a nonprofit organization 
that provides resources to 
children born with a cleft-lip 
palate. The $1,000 scholarship 
went toward her education. 
The scholarship Higgins had 
originally applied for has since 
been named after her.
“She made those mean-
ingful connections with her 
classmates and wanted to do 
that with her clients,” Poe said.
Professor Josh Baldwin also 
had Higgins in class.
“She was an incredibly 
sweet girl — always a joy to 
have in class,” Baldwin said. 
Both Batten and Poe attend-
ed Higgins’ funeral on Feb. 2 
in Waynesboro. They said 
many people, including some 
of Higgins’ patients, attended. 
One man and his family drove 
six hours to attend the service. 
The man’s mother was one of 
Higgins’ patients.
“If you knew her, it changed 
you,” Batten said. “There’s 
no book, no article that 
could closely describe her.”
ContaCt IJ Chan at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
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Who took home goLd?
academy awards recap at breezejmu.org.
By Justin Filiaggi and laura WEEks
The Breeze
For those anticipating a series of horrific injuries, both 
self-inflicted and accidental, “Gruesome Playground Inju-
ries” lives up to its title. The wounds themselves are only 
skin deep, however, and the play reveals a deeper meaning 
to the emotional pain those injuries can cause.
First-time producer Cameron Clarke, a senior media 
arts and design and theatre and dance double major, 
directed the eight-act play by Rajiv Joseph. Clarke has 
been involved in numerous productions the past couple of 
years, including an acting role in the recent Forbes Center 
for the Performing Arts Mainstage Theatre play “subUrbia”.
His latest play chronicles the lives of two characters, 
Doug and Kayleen, or “Dougie” and “Leenie” as they call 
each other. The duo bonds through various injuries and 
injustices they experience throughout their lives. The 
physical injuries themselves create the premise of a love 
story in which Doug strives to attract Kayleen, “the pretti-
est girl” he’s ever seen, who constantly rejects his advances 
and the love he gives to her.  
Doug is played by junior media arts and design major 
Robert Mathis and Kayleen is played by senior musical 
theater major Logan Troyer. 
“You have things like rejection, loneliness, loss and pain 
— those are four very, very innately human emotions,” 
Mathis said. “What I love about this play is how grounded 
it is. The relationship between these two people is so natu-
ral, and it comes off so honestly.”
While Mathis’ character is often the one who becomes 
visibly injured, it’s Troyer’s character, Kayleen, who hides 
her physical and emotional pain from others.
“There are a couple scenes where I have to get almost to 
the point of tears but then block it,” Troyer said. “It’s hard 
to get yourself at a vulnerable place, especially in front 
of people.”
The emotional aftermath of these injuries, including a 
blown-out eye from a self-lit firecracker, a face split open 
from riding off a roof and a twisted ankle during the Limbo, 
is captured on stage by Mathis and Troyer with passion 
and realistic dialogue. 
Between each set break, the two actors would recon-
vene in the middle of the circular ground floor stage to 
alter costumes and makeup in front of the audience. 
“ Th e  t ra n s i t i o n s  f e l t  v e r y  nat u ra l  a n d  i t 
see inJuriEs, page 9
In the beginning of February, 
Punxsutawney Phil, the only 










class, I have 
been counting 
down the days until spring break. 
Finally, it is upon us.
It’s a great time of year. We’re 
halfway through the semester, 
warm weather is on the way 
and we have a whole week off to 
celebrate. 
After a glorious week, we will 
all drag our sunburned butts back 
to school. Temperatures will start 
to rise and spring fever will set in. 
Girls will start to “lie out” on the 
Quad and bathing suits become 
perfectly acceptable alternatives 
to clothing.
Interestingly, spring fever 
is actually a real thing with a 
scientific basis. Like puberty, 
spring fever happens because 
of hormone shifts. Specifically, 
it is an increase in the mood-
boosting neurotransmitter 
serotonin. According to 
urologist and sexual health 
expert Dr. Jennifer Berman, 
spring fever is left over from our 
cave-dwelling days. In an Los 
Angeles Times article, Berman 
said some anthropologists think 
better moods have to do with 
historically moving out of a 
period of winter hibernation into 
a spring season of heavy hunting 
and gathering. Today, researchers 
attribute spring fever as the 
reason behind better moods, 
increased sex drives and even 
“spring cleaning.”
Anyway, I’m not here to talk 
about real things like science. 
Instead, I’d like to note the 
change in behavior on college 
campuses like ours.
The most noticeable change 
that comes with April showers is 
not May flowers.  No, it’s actually 
the sharp decline in the amount 
of clothing worn on average. Girls 
will shed their North Faces and 
riding boots in favor of shorts, 
or as I like to call them, “janties” 
(jean shorts that are more like 
panties). Boys will go shirtless on 
the Quad, and somehow they’ve 
all acquired puppies. 
People will start caring less 
about finishing all their readings. 
Freshmen will claim “senioritis” 
and absences will increase. This 
trend is interrupted only during 
finals week, when everyone 
remembers that Carrier is a 
library, with real books, that 
people really study in.
see BrEak, page 9
Sunny with a chance of 
hormones
Put on your ‘janties,’  Spring Break is upon us
one jazzed-up poem
Ron McCurdy never met Langston Hughes, but he embodies Hughes’ fascination of poetry through jazz music.  
“To me, jazz is a montage of a dream deferred. A great big dream — yet to come — and always yet to become 
ultimately and finally true,” Hughes wrote in his 1956 essay, “Jazz as Communication.”
McCurdy, a professor of music at the University of Southern California, performed “The Langston Hughes Project” 
on Thursday in Wilson Hall. The show featured Hughes’ “Ask Your Mama,” an epic poem that examines social expression 
issues for African-Americans in the 1960s set to jazz music. The 12-part performance combined different moods of jazz 
with a verse of the poem and corresponding video images. McCurdy played the trumpet as part of a jazz quartet.
The 90-minute performance drew a crowd of about 200 students, faculty and community members. The event was 
co-sponsored by University Program Board and the Center for Multicultural Student Services as part of Black History 
Month.
“It was really interesting to have the music and the poetry in terms of like how it was presented,” said Abby Watson, 
UPB’s special events director. “I personally don’t listen to jazz so it was really interesting to hear the drums and the 
bass and the piano and the trumpet all together.”
AshLey grishAm / the Breeze
TOP Doug (junior Robert Mathis) accidentally blows out his eye with a firecracker in “Gruesome Playground Injuries.” 




Becky suLLivAN / the Breeze
‘Gruesome Playground 
Injuries,’ a two-person 
show about the pains of 
love, opened Friday
salliE drumhEllEr |  hell on heels
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By JENNY CLAIRE 
KNIGHT
The Breeze
You can only have so 
many close encounters of the 
boring kind.
Lacy (Keri Russell, 
“ e Americans”) and 
Daniel (Josh Hamilton) 
Barrett live a normal life 
with their two boys Jesse 
(Dakota Goyo, “Rise of the 
Guardians”) and Sam (Kadan 
Rockett). Unusual events 
start to happen, like food 
disappearing from the house, 
and the couple assumes their 
sons are to blame. 
When the events escalate 
to three  ocks of birds 
crashing into the family 
home, Lacy and Daniel seek 
out answers. Eventually 
coming to the conclusion 
that aliens are terrorizing 
their family, they are 
determined to  ght back and 
keep their family together.
“Dark Skies” is basically 
a “Paranormal Activity” 
incarnation — just with 
aliens instead of a demonic 
entity.  e sequence of 
events of the two  lms are 
nearly identical, even so 
far that Hamilton installs 
cameras throughout 
the house and reviews 
the footage. Whoever 
constructed the house used 
in “Dark Skies” must have 
built the house used in 
the “Paranormal Activity,” 
because you can’t tell the 
di erence between the two. 
You’ll feel like you’ve been 
gypped out of $ when you 
could see practically the 
same movie (“Paranormal 
Activity” or “Sinister”) for 
much cheaper from Redbox.  
  e  lm reportedly took 
six weeks to write, but looks 
like it was written in a few 
days.  e  rst hour meanders 
as if the screenwriter 
couldn’t decide what type 
of supernatural villain he 
wanted, so he put it o  as 
long as possible.  en the 
 lm leads the audience to 
believe the film’s finale will 
include an epic showdown, 
but the buildup never pays 
o .  e  rst hour tries to 
disturb you, but you end up 
feeling only mildly put o . As 
the events repeat themselves, 
you get bored and wonder 
when something new 
will happen. It’s the same 
formula you’ve seen in every 
cheaply-made horror  lm.  
 e music accompanying 
even the smaller scares is 
too loud and brash, leaving 
you jumping not because of 
how scary the scene is, but to 
cover your ears.  e ending is 
nothing surprising, of course 
leaving room for a sequel.
 e “aliens” are laughably 
awkward looking, not 
something that should be 
feared.  ey merely just 
stand around in the  lm and 
hover around the family’s 
beds.  If these aliens were to 
walk up to you on the street 
you would be more than 
able to outrun them. For 
beings that are smart enough 
to control a human, they 
aren’t smart enough to just 
pick who they want to take 
permanently and be done 
with it. It would’ve made the 
film mercifully shorter than 
the its already too-drawn-
out  minutes.
The acting is better than 
you expect, though, for a 
film this stale. Russell is the 
best out of the family unit. 
She isn’t the stereotypical 
horror female lead who 
just freaks out. Instead, 
she wants answers and she 
won’t allow her family to be 
taken over. 
Although Hamilton’s acting 
does feel all over the place, 
he still manages to pull off 
the expected male protector 
lead. Goyo is the typical ang-
sty preteen, and while Rockett 
isn’t given much to do, he’s so 
adorable you’ll overlook that 
fact. An excellent cameo by 
J.K. Simmons (“Spider-Man”) 
as an alien expert makes you 
wonder why the rest of the 
 lm can’t be as good as him.





Love and violence duked it out 
during Jericho Brown’s poetry 
reading  ursday.
Brown read pieces from his 
 American Book Award 
winning book “Please,” which is 
split into the sections “Repeat,” 
“Pause,” “Power” and “Stop.” 
 e poems focus on the tension 
surrounding African-American 
male sexuality and identity.  
“Track : Summertime,” one 
of the poems in “Please,” talks 
about Janis Joplin’s childhood 
and compares her voice to a 
chainsaw.
Brown’s pieces,  though 
already deeply enthralling, are 
even more touching when read 
aloud. While reading, Brown 
alters his voice slightly, speak-
ing in a rhythmic sort of murmur, 
conveying the emotion and 
deeper meaning that goes into 
his work. His work focuses on 
his Southern roots, his past, his 
heritage and his home in Los 
Angeles.
“He speaks with a lot of pas-
sion,” said Jenn Klemens, a 
sophomore justice studies major.
A diverse audience of students, 
faculty and locals attended.  e 
audience was mesmerized at 
the event, remaining completely 
silent while Brown read his piec-
es and laughing when he gave 
comic intermissions between 
each piece.
“I’m so thrilled that the audi-
ence was responding in such a 
way to his poetry,” said Joanne 
Gabbin, executive director of 
the Furious Flower Poetry Cen-
ter. “ e thing I’ve noticed about 
JMU students is that they gener-
ally like poetry.”
 e reading attracted a wide 
range of people: aspiring writers 
and non-writers alike.
“I knew about it and wanted 
to support the program,” said 
Bob Hoskins, a Harrisonburg 
resident. “I thought it was mar-
velous. I loved it.”
Brown also talked about his 
greatest influence, Langston 
Hughes, as the  rst poet to real-
ly captivate his attention.  
Brown regards Hughes as both 
an inspiration, as well as some-
what of a friend — even one 
whose talents he’s jealous of. 
“Every time I think of Langs-
ton Hughes writing ‘ e Negro 
Speaks of Rivers’ at , I want to 
kill him,” Brown joked.
Other modern poets, such as 
Gwendolyn Brooks, winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 
, and Natasha Trethewey, 
winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
poetry in , have in uenced 
Brown’s writing, too.
“You have to be in a constant 
state of reading and a constant 
state of writing,” Brown said. “But 
you also have to be aware what 
your abilities and strengths are.”
Brown’s concluding advice 
was to speak with a clear pur-
pose. Brown speaks against 
violence and encourages writ-
ing and reading. 
“Every poet should have his or 
her donne, his or her subject, his 
or her driving subject or obses-
sions,” Brown said. “They can 
make a di erence to the world. 
I don’t think that the poet has to 
be a political being — I think that 
the poet is.”
Brown is set to release another 
book of poems, “ e New Testa-
ment,” in .  
“It’s a book about brother-
hood, it’s a book about sibling 
rivalry, it’s a book that’s trying to 
have a discussion about race and 
about blacks by talking about 
brotherhood and it uses as its 
arti ce the Bible,” Brown said.
Brown will hopefully return to 
JMU soon to further encourage 
students and to talk about “ e 
New Testament.” 
 “The thing I like the most 
about Jericho is that you can 
hear his past in his writing; you 
hear what’s glorious about it as 
well as what’s fearful about it,” 
Gabbins said. “With younger 
poets, I feel that he is an amaz-
ing cultural and writing teacher.”





Starring Keri Russell, Josh 
Hamilton, Jake Brennan 
Lacy (Keri Russell) and her family are disturbed in their home by 
intimidating forces they believe to be extraterrestrial beings.
Found footage fails in ‘Dark Skies’
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from page 7
gave them time to go in and out 
of different ages,” said senior 
theatre major June Hundley. 
“You saw them working togeth-
er to put the bandages on, 
which I thought helped bring 
them closer together.”
The start of each new act 
began in an area di erent from 
the previous act, a technique 
senior musical theatre major 
Ross Neal thought was e ective. 
“I think Cameron Clarke’s 
use of the round space as a 
clock face was really wonderful 
for this play,” Neal said. “I think 
both the actors did a great job at 
portraying it with great honesty 
and great emotion.” 
From immature -year-olds 
to angry and uncertain -year-
olds, Mathis and Troyer did a 
remarkable job of capturing the 
personalities of their characters 
with great deft and attention. 
In one scene,  year-old 
Doug declares he will kill the 
boy Kayleen has just unwill-
ingly lost her virginity to. 
Flash-forward  ve years and 
he’s at Kayleen’s father’s wake 
proclaiming his love for her.  
“I’m really fascinated by the 
intimacy of it all,” Mathis said. 
“Rather than looking into a 
world from a distance, it’s as if 
the world is happening around 
you.” 
Sitting just inches away 
from the actors, one could see 
the creases form in their faces 
and the spit  y from the cor-
ners of their mouths.
“It was a really neat and 
intimate experience,” said 
freshman Sara Waheler. “I 
liked that [the set] was round 
and I thought that they used 
that really well.”
As the injuries get worse, 
so do the emotional stakes of 
both characters. Dougie con-
tinues to act out his love for 
Kayleen through his “brave” 
stunts, at one point falling 
from the top of a telephone 
pole in a desperate search for 
Kayleen, who continues to 
hide her love in the cuts she 
in icts upon herself.
“ e wounds and scars that 
stay the longest are the ones 
we in ict on each other.  e 
gory injuries mean less than 
the emotional and psychologi-
cal injuries these characters 
inflict on themselves every 
time they see each other,” 
Clarke said. “ ey’re in love, 
but they can’t make it work. 
That’s what’s so powerful to 
me about this play, because 
that’s real — that’s real life.”
 ere is no uplifting resolu-
tion or dramatic pitfall by the 
end of  “Gruesome Playground 
Injuries.” Instead, it embodies 
the vicious cycle love can bring, 
and it has the scars to prove it.
CONTACT Justin Filiaggi 
and Laura Weeks at 
breezearts@gmail.com.
INJURIES |  An 
intimate experience
‘Love child of T.S. Eliot and Langston Hughes’
Poets words sway students to speak against violence, encourage reading, writing and fi nding your own voice
“They’re in love, but 
they can’t make it 
work. That’s what’s 
so powerful to me 
about this play, 
because that’s real 
— that’s real life.”
Cameron Clarke
director of ‘Gruesome 
Playground Injuries’
MEGAN TRINDELL / THE BREEZE
Jericho Brown read excerpts about love and violence from his book “Please” in Warren Hall on Thursday.
COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS
MOVIE REVIEW
BREAK |  Braving 
beaches or basements 
from page 7
All these changes start 
with spring break.
Many of you are heading 
to Panama City Beach, 
undoubtedly getting 
amped for  hours in 
your roommate’s sedan 
with four other people and 
another week in a single 
hotel room with an illegal, 
not to mention unhygienic, 
number of people.  ese 
people are the reason there 
are only XL bikinis and 
maternity tankinis left in 
Target.
Others are taking cruises 
around the Caribbean. I 
don’t really know what one 
does on a cruise but I have 
a feeling it involves a lot 
of pretending your name 
is Rose and that you fell in 
love with a young Leonardo 
DiCaprio, so have fun with 
that. Bon voyage and may 
your ship not hit a rogue 
iceberg or catch  re.
Some of you are just 
going home to relax, most 
likely to play “Just Dance” 
for hours on end in your 
parents’ basement and 
tweet about how unfair 
all the homework you got 
assigned over break is.
But whatever you do, 
treasure the time o . Soon 
enough we all have to 
graduate and I’m pretty 
sure in the real world 
the closest you get to 
spring break is a picture 
of a tropical beach on the 
calendar hanging on your 
cubicle wall. Bleak, right?
And remember, whatever 
happens in Cancun is prob-
ably going to end up on the 
Internet.
Sallie Drumheller is a 
senior media arts and 
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thankS for the memorieS
 Check out the basketball senior day slideshow at breezejmu.org.
By Evan niCEly 
The Breeze
Forget the 61-60 score and the 
newest addition to the JMU women’s 
basketball loss column. JMU outplayed 
nationally ranked Delaware in the Bob 
Carpenter Center on Sunday afternoon. 
Head coach Kenny Brooks even said 
so himself.
“I thought we were the better team,” 
Brooks said to radio listeners immedi-
ately after the game.
JMU outmuscled Delaware, the best 
team on the glass in the Colonial Ath-
letic Association, finishing with a 55-35 
rebounding margin over the Blue Hens.
 And though JMU outscored Dela-
ware by 11 on the floor, All-American 
forward Elena Delle Donne finished 
with 28 points, and her team as a whole 
scored 20 points from the foul line.
“You can’t fault the effort,” Brooks 
said. “I thought we did a great job dom-
inating the boards.”
Brooks takes comfort in the fact that 
his team essentially played an elite Del-
aware team to a draw on the road.
“If that’s the 18th ranked team in the 
country, I think we’re in pretty good 
shape,” Brooks said.
As well as the Dukes played over the 
weekend, JMU looked even more lethal 
in a Thursday night drubbing of visiting 
Towson. JMU kept its foot on the gas 
pedal as it beat the Tigers 79-45 in the 
Convocation Center thanks to a career 
night from freshman forward Jazmon 
Gwathmey. The game was JMU’s 11th 
win in 12 games. 
Gwathmey shared scoring honors 
with senior guard Tarik Hislop, both 
netting 17 points. Gwathmey went 8-8 
from the field as she helped the Dukes 
stay in the game after a sluggish first 
half when they shot just 31 percent from 
the field and junior guard Kirby Burk-
holder went 0-6.
“It’s probably a good thing that child 
protective services weren’t in there at 
halftime the way I yelled at Kirby to be 
confident in her shot,” said head coach 
Kenny Brooks. “When she is confident, 
she can bust open a game.”
Despite Gwathmey sparking a 23-5 
run at the end of the first half, the score 
was still 26-16 coming out of the break 
until Burkholder responded by hitting 
three consecutive three pointers to put 
the game out of reach. 
“I didn’t have a good mindset the 
first half,” Burkholder said. “Coach 
talked to me at halftime and I came 
out more confident.” 
Burkholder, who’s struggled after 
a hand injury in the Delaware game 
on Feb. 10, finally returned to form as 
Brooks admitted that her hand inju-
ry was worse than he led everyone to 
believe. 
“She was hurt. Her hand was swol-
len,” Brooks said. “We just didn’t want 
see WomEn’s, page 11
brian preScott / the breeze
TOP CAA Rookie of the Year candidate R.J. Hunter defends redshirt senior guard 
Devon Moore. Moore dished five assists on Saturday, becoming JMU’s all-time leader 
in assists. BOTTOM Redshirt senior guard A.J. Davis drives from the corner. Davis 
finished the game with 22 points and 10 rebounds  — his second career double-double.
panthers’ perfection at free throw line in second half spoils final home game for Dukes
By stEphEn proffitt
The Breeze
  The Dukes’ senior day wasn’t definitively spoiled until fresh-
man guard Charles Cooke’s potentially game-tying shot rattled in 
and out of the rim with seconds left in Saturday’s game. Georgia 
State, as JMU has done multiple times this season, snuck out of 
the Convocation Center with a victory, 66-62. 
   “We wanted the win, but at the same time we didn’t do the 
little things like stopping the penetration,” said redshirt senior 
Devon Moore.
 JMU fought back from an early hole to enter halftime trail-
ing by less than five points, 27-24. But the Panthers regained 
momentum on the other side of the break as they fired off a 12-2 
run within the first few minutes.
    Brady’s troops pushed back all second half and came as 
close as tying Georgia State late in the game, but they could never 
quite make it over the hump. JMU shot 52 percent in the sec-
ond half, but the Panthers connected on all 17 of its free throw 
attempts during this half to keep JMU at bay. 
   Georgia State coach Ron Hunter said after the game he 
decided to become the team’s free throw shooting coach on 
Friday night. It was a move that paid off. The Panthers finished 
17-18 from the line. The Dukes went just 8-14, something that 
Brady was frustrated by.
   “You have guards on the foul line. You have to step up and 
make your free throws,” Brady said. “You shoot free throws when 
you’re fatigued in practice. You shoot them when you’re fatigued 
in games, you got to make your free throws.”
Down three points with seven seconds to play, JMU’s last real 
chance to send the game to overtime was designed to find Cooke 
in the corner, though he had a possible alternative drive-and-
kick to freshman guard Ron Curry at the top of the key.
   “We got out what we wanted we wanted and that’s the nature 
of the game we are in,” Brady said. “If that ball goes in, maybe 
we’re still playing.”
    Brady decided to play a smaller lineup most of the second 
half that helped push the ball and force penetration.
   “That lineup gave us the best chance to win,” Brady said.
Davis scored 19 of his game-high 22 points in the second half. 
He also snagged 10 boards, accounting for his second career 
double-double. His first was back on Jan. 9 against North 
Carolina-Wilmington.
   “It’s just the rotation that the coaches are putting us in,”
see mEn’s, page 11 
By Gavin holdGrEiWE 
The Breeze
The sophomores on the lacrosse 
team made a statement in their first 
game of the season: This isn’t a rebuild-
ing year.
The Dukes came into the season 
having lost 11 seniors from last year’s 
team, but they started the season right 
on Thursday. JMU dominated in its first 
outing, defeating the University of Cal-
ifornia-Berkely, 11-5.
JMU scored three times in the first 
six minutes of the second half to put 
the game at 6-2, and Cal never recov-
ered. With four minutes remaining, the 
Dukes were up 9-5 and proceeded to 
tack on two more goals before the end 
of the game, just for good measure.
“Our sophomores are a really tal-
ented group,” said head coach Shelley 
Klaes-Bawcombe. “We relied on them 
a lot last year as freshmen.”
Second-year players made contri-
butions in every aspect of the game. 
Midfielder Steph Finley led the team on 
offense, scoring four unassisted goals 
in the second half.  Goalkeeper Schy-
lar Healy led them on defense, making 
14 saves. 
Despite her four goals, Finley was 
eager to focus on others’ contributions.
“Defense was really consistent 
throughout the entire game,” Finley 
said. “They did an awesome job, and 
along with that, Casey [Ancarrow] 
played really well after coming back 
from her injury last year.”
Ancarrow, a redshirt senior attacker 
and preseason Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation player of the year, matched 
Finley with four goals of her own. 
Ancarrow was nervous entering into 
the season-opener of her final season.
“Just getting out the first game jit-
ters,” Ancarrow said. “Even though I’m 
a fifth-year senior I still get them once 
in a while.”
The combination of Ancarrow and 
Finley on offense, as well as a stout 
defensive outing, put the game out 
of reach early. Anacarrow scored two 
goals in the game’s first six minutes.
“Casey Ancarrow is just really tal-
ented,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. “She 
showed that today leading the team 
in the first half scoring all three of our 
goals. She’s a blessing for this program 
and we’ll take advantage as long as 
she’s here.”
Despite winning convincingly, the 
team knew that Cal wasn’t to be taken 
lightly after facing the Bears last year in 
Berkeley. The Dukes won 13-9. 
“It was a close game then,” Ancar-
row said. “We knew we couldn’t take it 
lightly this game either. They’re a scrap-
py team and we were ready for that in 
practice.”
The Bears showed off their aggres-
siveness, as the team was called for four 
yellow cards. Klaes-Bawcombe had 
prepared her squad to face a physical-
ly tough team.
“They have some big, athletic 
girls who are intimidating,” Klaes-
Bawcombe said. “They rip shots. It’s 
difficult to defend when you have that 
head of steam coming at you. JMU 
carried its momentum into a Saturday 
exhibition match against the Wales 
national team, when five goals from 
Finley and three late saves by Healey 
allowed JMU to hang on for a 13-12 win. 
JMU will hit the road for its first 
away game on Wednesday. JMU (1-0) 
will head to Blacksburg to play Virgin-
ia Tech (2-2). JMU defeated Virginia 
Tech in Harrisonburg last year, 10-7. 
 
ContaCt Gavin Holdgriewe 
at holdgrgs@dukes.jmu.edu.
Young Dukes maul Bears in season opener 
Finley, Ancarrow lead team with four goals apiece; Healy comes up with 14 saves as Dukes hold Cal to five goals 
Lauren GorDon / the breeze
Midfielder Ali Curwin contends with Kate Edwards of the Wales national team in an 




Despite getting swept by 
first-place Blue Hens, 
Dukes poised for big finish
Senior day letdown
becky SuLLivan / the breeze
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from page 10
Davis said of his recent spurt of 
success. 
Though it was largely just 
a ceremonial gesture, Davis 
made his first start since Nov. 
21. His role as the Dukes’ ultra-
productive sixth man off the 
bench finally seems solidified, 
having scored 76 points (19 per 
game) over the past four games.
Playing from behind is 
something the Dukes have 
been accustomed to this sea-
son, especially over the past 
few games. While the team 
found itself behind on the road 
at Delaware and Northeastern, 
sometimes even by double 
digits, Brady said in the week-
ly CAA teleconference that 
his team is “learning to fight.” 
It’s a characteristic that a col-
lege hoops team must posses, 
and this resiliency has shown 
through during the past few 
games. 
“The last couple of plays 
don’t make the game,” Moore 
said. “[Cooke’s] shot, my free 
throw, A.J.’s free throws don’t 
necessarily make the game. We 
start out slow, and that’s not a 
good thing.”
Among the game’s silver lin-
ings was Moore’s second assist 
of the day, which put him into 
the record books. Just min-
utes into the contest, Moore 
surpassed former JMU guard 
Pierre Curtis (463 assists) for the 
all-time assist mark in JMU pro-
gram history. Moore finished 
with five dimes, giving him 
467 and counting. He leads the 
Colonial Athletic Association 
this season with five per game.
“It’s a team record,” Moore 
said. “I wouldn’t be able to be 
here without my teammates.”
The loss was harder to swal-
low because it was senior 
day, and the Dukes were rec-
ognizing six players (most in 
the nation), five of which are 
fifth-years. Andrey Semenov, 
Gene Swindle, Alioune Diouf, 
A.J. Davis, Rayshawn Goins and 
Moore were all honored before 
Saturday’s tip.
JMU has just one regular sea-
son game left, which falls this 
Saturday in Williamsburg. The 
Dukes were able to handle Wil-
liam & Mary at home on Feb. 6, 
81-71. Davis (27) and the Tribes’ 
Marcus Thronton (22) com-
bined for 49 points that night 
with spurts that resembled an 
NBA three-point competition. 
Davis went 7-10, Thornton 5-8 
from behind the arc.
The road test weighs very 
heavily on their momen-
tum and chances going in to 
Richmond. 
A win will help their seed-
ing and confidence going 
into a neutral site where they 
are historically inconsistent.
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt 
at proffijs@dukes.jmu.edu.
Men’s | Devon Moore becomes all-time assists leader in JMU history
Becky SUllivan / The Breeze
From left: Seniors Gene Swindle, Rayshawn Goins, A.J. Davis, Devon Moore and Alioune Diouf sit together on the bench before the game. JMU’s six seniors are the most on any roster in Division I men’s basketball. 
woMen’s | Gwathmey hitting stride
MaTT SchMachTenBerG / The Breeze
One of University Park’s two basketball courts stands empty. The new facility is used by several intramural and club teams but not many walk-ins yet. 
Becky SUllivan / The Breeze
Redshirt freshman forward Jazmon Gwathmey finished with 22 
points and didn’t miss a single field goal attempt on Thursday.
stay in the know. 
Follow us @thebreezesports.from page 10
to say anything because we didn’t want 
teams to guard her any different. She 
probably couldn’t have shot the ball if 
she wanted to.” 
The Dukes shot a blistering 68 per-
cent in the second half and have finally 
settled into a consistent starting five 
rotating as the Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation tournament  approaches. 
“With the rotation we have now, I 
love it,” Brooks said. “I’m able to really 
just coach the game now.” 
A big factor in the Dukes’ play recent-
ly has been the surge of Gwathmey. 
The Dukes will need her to continue 
to peform at a high level if they hope 
to make a run for the CAA’s bid to the 
NCAAtournament and beyond.
“The future is extremely bright,” 
Brooks said. “I continued to be 
impressed by her and her abil-
ity to get better. I think she’s one of 
the most talented freshmen in the 
league. She’s only going to get better.” 
ContaCt Evan Nicely at 
nicelyej@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Classifieds
Looking for a seasonal 
job in Kitty Hawk, NC or 
Virginia Beach? Please visit 
www.rentbeachequipment.
com for job opportunities.
PrePare for the summer 
of your life. Timber Ridge 
Camp is seeking energetic 
counselors in Athletics, Wa-
tersports, Drama, and More. 




com), a wildlife/natural re-
source research firm is hiring 
professional, reliable employ-
ees to conduct telephone 
research surveys (NO SALES). 
Part or full-time, open 7 days, 
evening hours (except Satur-
days). Schedules vary based 
on project needs. Must work 
alternate weekends. Apply at 
130 Franklin Street. EOE.
City of harrisonburg. 
Seasonal Recreation Instruc-
tor. Visit www.harrisonburgva.
gov/jobs for more information 
and to apply online. EOE
ChiLdCare for kids ages 
1, 4, & 6 the week of May 6-10, 
overnights included in our 





agent/434-1434 Also have 
rm/E. Market Street/$380/
all utilities included/shared 
kitch and bath
3br toWnhouse $1000/
month. Nice location in Har-
risonburg. 2 Full BATH/ 1 Half 
BATH, Central AC/Heat, Dish-
washer/Microwave, Washer/
Dryer, New Paint, New Carpet, 
New Blinds, Convenient park-
ing, PETS OK. AVAILABLE 
NOW! 540-246-4352
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A $25 MARTIN’S GIFTCARD 
IN THE BEST OF THE BURG 
VOTING RAFFLE!
CHECK OUR 2/28 ISSUE TO SEE THE VOTING RESULTS!
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